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 through him all things were made.
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
 was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
 and was made man.
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
 he suffered death and was buried.
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
 he ascended into heaven
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
 and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father [and the Son],†

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
 who has spoken through the prophets.
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
 and the life of the world to come. Amen.

the  exhortation 
All are seated except the Ordinand(s), who stand before the Bishop.
The Bishop addresses the Ordinand(s) as follows 

It belongs to the office of a Deacon to share in the humility 
and service of our Lord Jesus Christ, for the strengthening of 
the Church, which is his body. You are to read the Gospel and 
proclaim Christ at all times through your service, to instruct 

† The phrase “and the Son” (Latin filioque) is not in the original Greek text. See the resolution of the 
College of Bishops concerning the filioque in Documentary Foundations (page 768).
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both young and old in the Catechism, and, at the direction of 
the Bishop or Priest, to baptize and preach. 
You are to assist the Priest in public worship, to guide the 
intercessions of the Congregation, to aid in the administration 
of Holy Communion and to carry the Sacrament to those who 
are kept from the Table by illness, infirmity, or imprisonment. 
Furthermore, you are to interpret to the Church the needs, 
concerns, and hopes of the world. It is the Deacon’s office to 
encourage and equip the household of God to care for the 
stranger, to embrace the poor and helpless, and to seek them out, 
so that they may be relieved.

the  examination
The Bishop examines the Ordinands as follows

 Will you take up this charge gladly and willingly?
 Answer   I will, the Lord being my helper.
 Bishop   Do you trust that you are inwardly moved by the 

Holy Spirit to take upon yourself this Office and 
ministry, to serve God for the promoting of his glory 
and the edifying of his people?

 Answer   I do so trust.
 Bishop   Do you believe that you are truly called, according to 

the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in accordance 
with the Canons of this Church, to this Office and 
ministry?

 Answer I do so believe.
 Bishop Are you persuaded that the Holy Scriptures contain 

all things necessary for salvation through faith in 
Jesus Christ?

 Answer I am so persuaded.
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